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 Advent Procession and CCCA Reunion  
Saturday 29 November  

to be held in Cloisters Café. 
 

Seats for the Advent Procession will be reserved in the Quire 

(entry via St Richard’s Door). You are required to be seated 

by 5.45pm.  
 

The Advent Procession followed by the Reunion (c.7.15pm) to 

be  held in the Cloisters Café. 
 

Supper menu   

Homemade Steak & Ale Pie  OR Sweet Potato Risotto 
* * * 

Homemade Treacle Pudding 
* * * 

Coffee/Tea 
 

The cost per person will be £20. Please complete and return 

the form to:  Dily Ruffer (CCCA Event Secretary), 40 Beaufort 

Road, Bournemouth BH6 5AN by: 

Thursday 20 November 2014 
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A very warm welcome to  

Charles Harrison, as the new  

Organist and Master of The Choristers  

 

Forthcoming events 
 

Advent Procession and Reunion 
 Saturday 29 November 2014 

 

Beer and Skittles at The Four Chesnuts 
Saturday 28 February 2015 

 

CCCA Reunion and Annual General Meeting 
Saturday 26 September 2015 

Autumn Newsletter  
2014 

 Have we got your email address? If not, please 

send to David Ruffer, Chairman CCCA, 

david.ruffer@btinternet.com 

to receive regular circulars and  newsletters. 
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Charles Harrison 

Organist and Master of he Choristers.  

Charles’s love of organ and choral music    
began during his time as a cathedral chorister 
at Southwell Minster. In 1992, he became   
Organ Scholar of Jesus College Cambridge, 
where he obtained a degree in music and 
studied organ with David Sanger. During his 
second year at Cambridge, he was awarded 
prizes for his playing in the Fellowship         
examinations of the Royal College of           
Organists. Charles went on to win prizes at 
the international organ competitions in St    
Albans (1999) and Odense (2000), since 
when he has maintained a schedule of solo 
concerts in the UK and internationally. His 
concerto work has included performances with 
the Irish Chamber Orchestra directed by 
Stephen Cleobury (in the opening concert of 
the Belfast Festival), and the Ulster Orchestra 
conducted by John Lubbock. Both concerts 
were broadcast by the BBC.  
 
Charles Harrison has performed in many  
prestigious venues in Britain and Ireland,    
including Kings College Cambridge,        
Westminster Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, 
The Royal Albert Hall (during the 2010 Proms 
season), Symphony Hall Birmingham, St 
David’s Hall Cardiff, the Ulster Hall and the 
National Concert Hall in Dublin. Further afield, 
he has featured in recital series at               
Copenhagen Cathedral, Marktkirche         
Hannover, Jesuskirke Copenhagen, 
Hooglandse Kerk Leiden, Grote Kerk     
Harderwijk and St Bavo Catholic Cathedral 
Haarlem. With David Leigh, he has released a 
commercial recording of organ duets and       
arrangements.  
 

Charles occasionally composes and arranges 
music. In 2007 he was commissioned by the 
RAF to write a military march in Russian,  
German and English styles to commemorate 
the end of the Cold War. Some of his          
arrangements feature in a recording on the 
Priory label released in 2013. 

In the world of church music, Charles has held 
posts at Carlisle Cathedral (during which tenure 
he was privileged to teach piano to a certain 
young Timothy Ravalde!), St George’s Church, 
Belfast, and Lincoln Cathedral where he was 
Assistant Director of Music for 11 years 

 

Chichester Cathedral Choir 2014-2015 

Although we begin the year with a slightly       
depleted top line (11 boys), they have made a 
tremendous start, and are soon to be             
augmented by Jago Brazier, a probationer since 
January who is to be admitted as a chorister in 
November.  

 

The tour to Chartres planned for October has 
been postponed to next June: this will give the 
choir the opportunity to take their music out to 
the far eastern reaches of the diocese on     
Sunday 26

th
 October when they travel to East 

Grinstead to sing Evensong.  

 

The half-term break will provide some welcome 
rest before the choir’s performance of Duruflé’s 
Requiem at Eucharist on 3

rd
 November, shortly 

after which on 8
th

 November, the boys will be 
joining the Chichester Singers for a performance 
of Britten’s War Requiem.  

 

Thoughts and preparations then turn to Advent 
and Christmas, for which, as always, huge 
amounts of music will be sung. BBC Radio   
Sussex will again be recording one of the carol 
services for broadcast on Christmas Day.   
Looking into 2015, two recording  projects are 
on the horizon: one to be undertaken by the Lay 
Vicars, the other an instalment in Priory         
Records’ highly successful Psalms of David   
series.  

 

We are hoping to provide one of the major     
musical events of the Chichester Festival,     
joining forces on 4

th
 July with Hanover Band in a 

concert to include Schubert’s Mass in G. All of 
this, of course, on top our usual routine of eight 
services each week! 

Charles Harrison 

 

CCCA Autumn 2014 Newsletter  
 www.chichestercca.co.uk
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Welcome 

Tomek (Tom) Pieczora had joined as Organ 
Scholar from Chetham’s School of Music for the 
duration of his gap year. He was a most welcome 
addition to the winning skittle team at the Beer 
and Skittles Challenge.  
 
Tom Castle (Tenor) has recently joined the Lay 
Vicars   
More news from the back row: 

The Lay Vicars will make a recording in March 
2015.   This will be a programme of Lenten      
music. Amongst the gems to be recorded will be 
the Lamentations of Jeremiah by William Byrd.  

The Lay Vicars formed a cricket team, organised 
by Tim Ravalde, which beat the staff of Ditcham 
Park School.  The football team is now seeking 
opposition as part of inter-Cathedral sports  
activities.  
Recent Results 
Chichester 9 Portsmouth Cathedral 2 
Chichester 10 Guildford 0 
Well one team!!!  
 

New Probationers. 

Welcome to the three new Probationers: 

 Otis Ogden  

 Yann Sobaszek.   

 Isaac Tope  

www.chichestercca.co.uk

Farewells 
At the end of the summer term we said good-

bye to Sarah Baldock, Organist and Master of 

The Choristers, (2008 –14) who has taken up 

a post in the Music Department of Cheltenham 

Ladies College.    
 

Leonard Sanderson, Organ Scholar. 
 

Henry Howson who left the choir in 2013 

(voice change) has now left the Prebendal 

School. Two other Year 8 choristers also left 

the choir and school: 

 Ben Wili  

 Alexander Mansfield. Alex gained a Mu-

sic and Academic  scholarship at Eltham   

College.  

CCCA AGM September 2015 
 

Changes to the CCCA Constitution were      

approved at the 2014 AGM.  As a result the 

new system to elect the committee officer posi-

tions will commence at the 2015 AGM which is 

to be held on 26 September.   

 - Chairman              - Vice Chairman 

 - Treasurer              - Honorary Secretary  

will be elected for a term of three years taking 

up their post from 1 January 2016. There will 

be a transition / handover period so that newly 

elected officers learn what the job entails rather 

than taking the role over cold. 
 

If you are interested in standing for any of 

these positions, please submit a short personal 

statement of no more than 200 words, by 16 

February 2015,  which will be published in the 

Spring Newsletter.  
 

A further opportunity to become  

involved  

Liz Alder, our current CCCA Committee      

Minutes Secretary, is standing down at the 

2015 Annual General Meeting (AGM) which is 

being held on 26 September 2015.  Would you 

be able to offer a small amount of your time to 

attend up to four committee meetings (max 

2hours) and the AGM per year which are usu-

ally held on Saturday?  

Job Description: 

 Book meeting room for meetings  (usually 

Alexandra Room) 

 Send agenda to committee members prior to 

meeting via email 

 Attend meetings and take notes at the meet-

ings 

 Type the minutes and circulate to committee 

members by email once agreed by the 

Chairman 

 

If you would like to discuss any of the positions 

or you would like to stand as a committee 

member, please contact David Ruffer,        

Chairman either by telephone 01202 427485, 

email david.ruffer@btinternet.com  or write to 

40 Beaufort Road, Bournemouth BH6 5AN 

http://www.everyclick.com/statistics/clickthrough?type=yahoo&id=0&p=0&r=1171734&k=Chichester%20Cathedral%20Choristers%20Association&target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chichestercca.co.uk%2F
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 News of Former Choristers   
  

Huw Edwards (1992-1997) is now working 

for the Department of Education and is living 
in London. 
 

Charlie Wallace  (1992-1998) 

Charlie took part in the 100 mile bike ride 
around London which was shortened to 
87 miles due to Hurricane Bertha and 
raised nearly £3000 for lymphoma and 
leukaemia research.   

Congratulations Charlie! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Ruffer (1993-1998) 

Benjamin left the Band of the Life Guards in 
August 2013 to start the Musical Direction 
(Bandmaster) course at Kneller Hall. He has 
been appointed Bandmaster of the Band of 
the Royal Armoured Corps and is based at 
Catterick Garrison.  

 

www.chichestercca.co.uk

 
James Grimwood (2003-2007) 
James has been awarded the Organ      
Scholarship at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, starting 
in 2015.  

David Ruffer (1963-1966) 

After a long lay-off from French horn playing, 
David has joined the British Legion Concert 
Band (Christchurch). 

Ben Woodgates (1995-2000) 

Ben has had a very successful year winning  
several competitions.  Ben also studied     
composition for screen and graduated with  
distinction from the Royal College of Music. 

William Wallace (2006-2010)  

who has just started his 'gap' year as 
Organ Scholar of Canterbury         
Cathedral, has just been appointed 
Organ Scholar at Christ Church,    
Oxford with effect from September 
2015 

http://www.everyclick.com/statistics/clickthrough?type=yahoo&id=0&p=0&r=1171734&k=Chichester%20Cathedral%20Choristers%20Association&target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chichestercca.co.uk%2F
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Prebendal Associates 

Dear Associates, 
 
Now that the start of our new school year is 
underway, I would like to take this opportunity 
to let you know what we have in store for the 
Associates. We will be holding a Drinks with 
the Head Master event on Wednesday 3

rd
  

December 2014 from 5:30pm at The         
Lansdowne Club in Mayfair. This was a very 
popular event last year and we look forward to 
seeing many of you on this occasion. I will 
email out further details in due course. Our 
first Prebendal Christmas Fair will also be  
taking place on Saturday 6

th
 December so 

hopefully that may be a date for your diaries 
as well. 

As you all know, Mr Nason retired at the end 
of the Summer Term but he will still be        
attending Associate events and keeping in 
touch. If you would like to contact him at all, 
please do so via this email address or  

associates@prebendalschool.org.uk 

A new Associates e-newsletter is being      
produced soon so please do email me if you 
have any news or photos that you would to be 
included. Perhaps you would also like to let us 
know about exam performance over the       
summer so that we can also be publish. 
 
If, at any time, you would like a tour of the 
School, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

With all best wishes, 

 

Suzanne Warner 

Beer and Skittles 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning team, The Three C’s 
(Committee, Past Choristers and Close) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gallant  runners up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return match to be held on 

Saturday  28 February 2015 

www.chichestercca.co.uk
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The artwork in the Cathedral is strikingly 
modern – John Hayward’s huge corona 
which dominates the sanctuary area, and 
his imposing “worker Christ” set on a loom 
at the West end (alluding to   Lancashire’s 
industrial past), for  example – but very 
well integrated in a building that was once 
a Victorian Parish Church.   

 

Penny Warden’s modern Stations of the 
Cross are also notable. 
The musical life at the Cathedral is no less 

distinctive. There are as many as eight 

choirs which include the main Cathedral 

Choir with either boy or girl choristers, the 

Young People’s Choir (mostly teens), the 

Schola Cantorum (young men) and the 

Renaissance  Singers (the adult “concert” 

choir) amongst others. Given that there is 

no choir school, there is a huge reliance 

on parents to bring in boys and girls who 

go to local schools; but it works. And the 

Choral Scholars are the only paid      

members of the back row. Such is the   

tradition here, many men are themselves 

old boys of the choir, and all are            

volunteers. As a result, the Cathedral is 

able to provide seven sung services a 

week, and numerous concerts throughout 

the year. The boy and girl choristers      

receive regular singing lessons and are 

tutored in theory. The choir also tour, and I 

was lucky enough to join them in Belgium 

this summer where we visited Ypres,   

Brussels, Ghent and Bruges. My timing 

was also perfect in other respects as we 

also broadcast Evensong on Radio 3 at 

the beginning of the year, sung in the new 

Bishop of Blackburn’s inauguration, and 

even sung for the Queen when she came 

to Blackburn for the giving of the Royal 

Maundy!  

www.chichestercca.co.uk
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A Year at Blackburn Cathedral 
 
Once a wealthy town where “cotton was 

King”, Blackburn has been for many years, 

like other post-industrial locations in       

Lancashire, fairly deprived. By contrast, 

only a few miles away, in the Ribble Valley, 

there are scenic rural areas with rich farm-

land and charming villages more akin to the 

Cotswolds – and often with a price tag to 

match. Not that the remnants of wealth are 

unapparent in Blackburn itself: Corporation 

Park, near where I live, still upholds its    

Victorian ambitions of splendour and order; 

huge properties surround its periphery 

(many now taken over by accountancy firms 

and the like); and one of my neighbours, 

descended from Mill Owners, has what 

used to be a sizeable fountain at the bottom 

of his garden. He now uses it for bonfires. 

On another side of the town, Whalley 

Range, the area is characterised by the 

domes and minarets of a number of 

Mosques; unsurprising given that 50% of 

the population is Asian. In short, the town’s 

history and demographic make it a very in-

teresting place to live. 

Over the past decade or so there has been 

an extensive programme of regeneration in 

the town centre, another part of which has 

just started: the building of the “Cathedral 

Quarter”. As well as a new bus station, hotel 

and office block, a Cathedral Close is being 

built. The Song School and Choir Library 

have already been renovated. And, whilst 

Blackburn is one of the newest Cathedrals 

(consecrated in 1926), it is in fact on an   

ancient Christian site: it is said that the 

Saxon chronicles record a church dedicated 

to St Mary at the site as early as 596. of the 

Cross are also notable. 

http://www.everyclick.com/statistics/clickthrough?type=yahoo&id=0&p=0&r=1171734&k=Chichester%20Cathedral%20Choristers%20Association&target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chichestercca.co.uk%2F


7  

 The year has been taxing at times, 
but overall it has been hugely en-
joyable and it has been a privilege 
to have had such an    inspiring and 
rich variety of        experience. I 
hope this will encourage others 
thinking about Choral Scholarships 
seriously to consider Blackburn and 
all that it has to   offer, but perhaps 
more              importantly, for any-
body to       consider visiting. It is 
not far at all from Manchester so is 
not as in accessible as may be 
imagined. And the Cathedral is al-
ways happy to welcome visiting 
choirs (and is often more flexible 
than other more historic Cathedrals 
with copious advanced bookings!).  
 
Cathedral Website: http://
www.blackburncathedral.com/  
 
Blackburn Museum is also some-
thing of a hidden gem: http://
blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Museum-
and-art-gallery.aspx  
  
Nic Walker 
(Chorister 2003-2008) 

  

A Choral Scholar’s brief at Blackburn is fairly       

involved at the Cathedral itself (we sing with        

virtually every choir), but another unique feature of 

the programme is our role in a successful outreach 

project. Covering around 64 primary schools across 

the county, it is surely the largest of its type in the 

country – and there are plans for its expansion. I 

have been helping established animateurs deliver 

songs to hundreds of children, as well as often    

accompanying them on the piano. The project ran 

from September to March and culminated in four 

concerts at which there were over 1000 in the      

audience every night at Blackburn’s main arts 

venue – the King George’s Hall. It is extremely  

gratifying to see young children, who may have a 

limited musical life, come to enjoy singing and learn 

some very technical skills. For example, one thing 

advocated as part of the project is showing the   

children music on a stave rather than just words. 

The progress the schools make is very noticeable 

over the course of the project. The teachers are so 

enthralled that we even put on a separate concert 

for them to sing in in February! So it also improves 

the teacher’s musical skills – particularly important 

in a world where the teaching of music at a young 

age is no longer the norm; a fact that, without     

projects like this, will continue to be the case from 

one generation onto the next.  

Despite these levels of activity, I have been able to 

do other things. I am a member of Blackburn Road 

Runners which has been a good way of getting to 

know the area as well as keep fit. I have only done 

one fell race to date but hope to do another before 

my time is up! I have been an “assistant” to an    

autistic adult who is a member of the congregation 

and have been going to the gym with him every 

week. As other more unexpected activities go, I 

have been to an Indian Wedding at a Mosque in 

Preston, visited the Her Majesty’s Prison at Risley 

and the Pupil Referral Unit in Burnley, played my 

tuba with Blackburn and Darwen Band on occasion, 

and even been to a couple of “Northern Soul” gigs.  
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Federation of Cathedral Old  

Choristers’ Association (FCOCA)  

 AGM 9 May 2015 
We saw Nic at the FCOCA AGM 

that took place in Blackburn        

Cathedral in May 2014.  
 

The CCCA are hosting the FCOCA 

AGM on 9 May 2015 and would 

welcome any CCCA member to act 

as stewards on the day. 

 

If you are able to help, please    

contact Dily Ruffer, Events         

Secretary, fontwellbear@aol.com 

Tel: 01202 427485 or write to 40 

Beaufort Road, Bournemouth BH6 

5AN 

http://www.blackburncathedral.com/
http://www.blackburncathedral.com/
http://blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Museum-and-art-gallery.aspx
http://blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Museum-and-art-gallery.aspx
http://blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Museum-and-art-gallery.aspx
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 Christmas Carol Services in the Cathedral 

Saturday 21 December 2014 at 6.00 pm 

Sunday 22 December 2014 at 6.00 pm 

Monday 23 December at 3.00 pm (no tickets required) 
 

Tickets for Saturday and Sunday through the Liturgy 

and Music Department (Carol Services), The Royal 

Chantry, Cathedral Cloisters, Chichester PO19 1PX 

with stamped addressed envelope.  

Have we got your email address?  

If not, please send to  

David Ruffer, Chairman CCCA, david.ruffer@btinternet.com 

to receive regular circulars and newsletters. 

CCCA Autumn 2014 Newsletter  

 
Chichester    

  Cathedral Choral 
 Foundation Fund 

 (CCCFF) 

The CCCFF      
Christmas      
Concert will take 
place on 14th    
December at   
4.30 pm in the 
Cathedral and 
may involve the 
Band of Her     
Majesty’s Royal 
Marines.  

 

Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers Associations (FCOCA) 
 

The FCOCA produce Once a Chorister magazine which is published annually.  In 
the past, CCCA subs have paid for a copy of this, but as the price has significantly            

increased, along with postage, it was decided at the 2012 CCCA  AGM to recommend 
that members apply direct to FCOCA for their copy.  Please see their website for     

details:  www.onceachorister.org  

Beer and Skittles 
 

at The Four Chesnuts,  
The Hornet, Chichester 

On Saturday 28 February,  
2015 

 
Details on a flyer attached. 

  
 

 
ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

 Reunion and AGM 
 

To be held on     
Saturday  

26 September 
2015 

 

details to follow 

www.chichestercca.co.uk

Don’t forget to return your Advent Reunion booking form by  
Thursday 20 November 2014 
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